
ore than 60 years after 
Bogart rendezvoused with 
Bergman in Casablanca, 

Morocco is still a country of snake 
charmers and camel-riding nomads. 
But we found a few new places worth 
spending the night. 

RIAD EL FENN Vanessa Branson, 
the sister of Virgin Atlantic Airlines 
founder, Richard Branson, runs this 
ultrachic nine-suite hotel and Turkish 
hammam (that’s communal bath 
to you) in Marrakech. Rooms are 
spacious but minimalist, featuring 
carved doors, linen sheets and 
power showers. El Fenn means 
“art” in Arabic and “hip” in local 
slang, and Vanessa, a contemporary 
art collector, displays work by her 
favorite artists—Bridget Riley, Fred 
Pollock—throughout the hotel. Rates 

start at $350 per night; 
riadelfenn.com.

KASBAH TAMADOT 
High in the Atlas 
Mountains, Tamadot’s 
18 rooms are decorated 
with an eclectic mix 
of carved wardrobes 
from India and Murano 
glass lamps that glitter 
against brightly  
colored walls. Try  
chef Jean Mundell’s 
cumin-scented 
chickpea-and-lentil 
soup with minted 
goat-cheese crostini. 
Rates start at $435 per 
night and include daily activities, 
such as mountain trekking and 
hot-air ballooning; 800-225-4255 or 
sanctuare.com.

KASBAH DU TOUBKAL This 11-room 
hotel, near Kasbah Tamadot, played 
the part of the Dalai Lama’s Tibetan 
retreat in the film Kundun. Reached 
by donkey up steep paths, Toubkal is 
best known for its dozens of hiking 
trails—guides are on-site—and its 
views of mountain villages. Rates start 
at $140; kasbahdutoubkal.com.

If you’re hungry for authentic 
Moroccan cuisine, sign up for a 
weeklong culinary trip with PEGGY 

MARKEL; the tour includes a night 
at Kasbah du Toubkal. Markel leads 
small groups (average size is 12) 
from Marrakech to the coastal town 
of Essaouira, stopping to picnic at 
aromatherapy gardens and to tour 
spice markets along the way. A 10-
day trip starts at $3,995 per person, 
including meals and cooking classes; 
800-988-2851 or peggymarkel.com.

        —GISELA WILLIAMS
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From a peak in the Atlas 
Mountains: the ruins at 
Dades Gorge

SAVVY TRAVELER: HOW TO STAY CONNECTED ANYWHERE

Travel EDITED BY LIZ OZAIST

M
Morocco
ROMANCING

Victoria King, head of her own travel PR company for 14 years, is on the road 100 

days a year, hitting at least a dozen countries, and she insists on being wired in 

each. How does she do it? “I use a GPRS-enabled Motorola Magenta RAZR 
cell phone with T-Mobile’s Get More Max and World Class roaming plans, 
which have the best coverage for countries in Europe and Asia. I don’t 
have to rent a phone or look for chips while on the road. It’s expensive, at 
$100 per month, but I’m saving time.”

Kasbah Tamadot


